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On Campus

Is this program interdisciplinary?
No

Does this proposal impact any courses from another College/School?
No

Program Requirements and Description

Requirements

Good Academic Standing

While enrolled in the School of Law and working toward a J.D. degree, a student must maintain a cumulative
grade-point average (GPA) of 2.00 or higher to remain in good academic standing. Rules on academic dismissal
and readmission are as follows:

At the end of the first semester of the first year, any student who has a cumulative GPA of 1.49 or lower will be
permanently dismissed from the School of Law for academic reasons.

At the end of the first year and any semester thereafter, any student who has a cumulative GPA of 1.79 or lower
will be permanently dismissed from the School of Law for academic reasons.

At the end of the first year and any semester thereafter, any student who has a cumulative GPA of 1.80 to 1.99
will be dismissed from the School of Law for academic reasons. Any such student shall be allowed to petition for
readmission, but the student may be readmitted only once. If a student is readmitted, he/she will have to raise
his/her cumulative GPA to 2.00 or higher during the semester of readmission or that student will be permanently
dismissed from the School of Law for academic reasons.

A student who is ineligible to continue at the School of Law but who is eligible to petition for readmission shall be
readmitted only upon a decision by the School of Law Petitions Committee. The student shall initiate a petition
for readmission by preparing a written petition addressed to the Petitions Committee and filing it with the chair.
The petition should describe the student’s academic circumstances, present any facts of explanation and
mitigation, and indicate how and why he/she expects to make sufficient improvement to achieve a cumulative
GPA of 2.00 or higher. The student is entitled to make a personal appearance before the committee when it
considers the petition in order to answer questions or to offer further argument on behalf of the petition. The
committee shall readmit a student only if it determines that there were extraordinary circumstances that caused
the academic deficiency and that there is a strong likelihood the student will successfully overcome his/her
academic deficiency.

The committee’s decision to readmit shall be final. The committee’s decision not to readmit shall only be
reviewed by the entire faculty upon a separate, written petition from the excluded student to the faculty,
submitted to the Dean, seeking such review. The committee (or the full faculty on review of a decision not to
readmit) may attach such conditions to its decision to readmit as it may deem in the best interests of the student

and the School of Law under the circumstances involved. A majority vote of faculty in attendance, including the



student representative to the faculty, will be necessary to readmit the petitioner upon review by the faculty. If a
student’s petition for readmission is denied, either by the committee or upon faculty review thereof, no further
petition will be heard without leave of the law faculty and before the passing of at least one year.

Requirements for Degree

The J.D. degree will be conferred upon a candidate who satisfies all university requirements and who satisfies all
of the following law school requirements:

The candidate must successfully complete all applicable law school course requirements.

The candidate must earn at least 90 credits. At least 64 of the 90 credits must be in courses requiring attendance
in regularly scheduled classroom sessions. Credit is given only for course work taken after matriculation as a law
student.

At least 75 of the 90 credits required for graduation must be graded credits. Graded credits, for this purpose,
include graded credits earned in courses at this law school, graded credits accepted as transfer credits from other
ABA-approved law schools to the extent such credits would have been graded credits if earned in residence at
this law school, and graded credits earned in ABA-approved study-abroad law programs to the extent the credits
would qualify as graded credits if earned in residence at this law school. Ungraded credits include, but are not
limited to, credits earned in other departments on campus, including such credits that are part of a dual-degree
program, to the extent such credits are approved for law school credit.

The candidate must earn a cumulative GPA of at least 2.00 (on a 4.00 scale) for all graded credits at the law
school.

If the candidate is a transfer student, he or she must satisfy any special requirements that may apply to transfer
students. A transfer student should consult the School of Law Associate Dean for Students about any such special
requirements.

The candidate must satisfy all requirements for the degree within five calendar years from the time the candidate
first matriculates either at this or at another law school from which credit has been transferred and applied
toward the degree.

No student may complete the course of study for the J.D. degree earlier than 24 months after the student has
commenced study at the School of Law or a law school from which the School of Law has accepted transfer
credit.

Subject to rules established by the School of Law faculty, students may be able to receive credit toward the J.D.
degree for courses offered by colleges on the Fayetteville campus of the University of Arkansas other than the
School of Law.

Application for graduation must be made to the registrar and fees paid during registration for the semester in
which degree requirements will be completed and graduation effected. If a student fails to complete the degree,
the application must be renewed and a renewal fee paid.

The course of study leading to the J.D. degree requires resident law study for three academic years. The
curriculum is designed to occupy the full time of the student. In order to be considered a full-time student during
the regular academic year, a student must be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credit hours. Students cannot enroll in
more than 16 hours per semester without the permission of the School of Law Associate Dean for Students and,
in no event, more than 18 credit hours per semester. Students cannot enroll in more than 6 credit hours in any



summer session. In intersessions, except with the permission of the Dean, students cannot enroll in more than 1

credit hour.

Transfer Credits

Visiting Another Law School

Students enrolled in the University of Arkansas School of Law are generally required to complete all their course
work in residence at this law school. It is our policy that no J.D. student may have visiting student status at
another law school unless the student is in good standing at the UA School of Law and there are special,
compelling, and unforeseen circumstances beyond the reasonable control of the student. The Associate Dean for
Students has the authority to grant visiting status and must approve courses in advance, if visiting status is
granted. All transfer credit rules apply to courses completed at other law schools.

No credit will be given for any course in which the student earns a grade lower than a C, or the equivalent of 2.00
on a 4.00 scale; no credit will be transferred for ungraded courses; credit transferred from another school will be
reported on the student’s transcript as “CR”; and transfer credits will not be calculated in the student’s GPA.

The student must arrange for an official transcript to be sent to the Registrar at the School of Law at the
conclusion of the semester in which the work is completed. Rules governing the number of hours students may
take in any or all summer sessions at the UA School of Law apply to courses taken during summer sessions at

other law schools.

Visiting Status at the University of Arkansas School of Law

A student enrolled in another ABA-approved law school may request permission to enroll in UA School of Law
courses as a visiting student. Submitting the request is a two-step process. First, the student must arrange for the
registrar at his or her current institution to submit a letter of good standing and official transcript to the School of
Law. Second, the student must submit a written request for visiting status to the Associate Dean for Students. The
request should include the academic term(s) for proposed enrollment, the name of the course(s) desired, and
reasons for requesting visiting status. If the Associate Dean for Students approves the request for visiting student
status, the student will contact the UA School of Law Registrar for registration and tuition and fee information.
The student must abide by all applicable School of Law regulations and standards regarding student conduct,
attendance, examinations, work load, and the like. Visiting students are not eligible to receive a degree from UA
School of Law.

Grading System

For numerical evaluations, grades are assigned the following values:
Grading System

Grade Value
A 4.00
A- 3.67

B+ 3.33



Grade Value

B 3.00
B- 2.67
C+ 233
C 2.00
C- 1.67
D+ 1.33
D 1.00
D- 0.67
F 0.00

Policies adopted by the faculty establish grade average ranges medians-that apply to most courses (2.8 - 3.0 {B~in

most first-year courses and 3.0 - 3.2 B-erB—in Legal Research & Writing | and I, and in most upper-level ether

courses), subject to limited exceptions. The faculty has also adopted a policy that ordinarily, once a final grade
(other than an "incomplete") “inrcemplete”}-has been entered for a given class, that grade will be changed only
because of mathematical or similar errors in the calculation of the grade.

Description and justification of the request

Description of specific change

Policies adopted by the faculty establish grade average
ranges that apply to most courses (2.8 - 3.0 in most first-
year courses and 3.0 — 3.2 in Legal Research & Writing |
and Il, and in most upper-level courses), subject to limited
exceptions. The faculty has also adopted a policy that
ordinarily, once a final grade (other than an “incomplete”)
has been entered for a given class, that grade will be
changed only because of mathematical or similar errors in
the calculation of the grade.

Upload attachments

Reviewer Comments

Justification for this change

The Law faculty have approved this change in
the grade distribution policy from a median to a
mean, which now includes a grade range for

each course.

Alice Griffin (agriffin) (03/10/20 5:04 pm): Effective fall 2020 pending completion of campus

approval.
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