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for Director of
Curriculum Review
and Program
Assessment

4. 12/14/21 9:24 am
Gina Daugherty
(gdaugher):
Approved for
Registrar Ini�al

5. 12/14/21 9:25 am
Doug Miles
(dmiles): Approved
for Ins�tu�onal
Research

6. 12/14/21 9:50 am
Pat Koski (pkoski):
Approved for GRSD
Chair

7. 12/14/21 9:57 am
Pat Koski (pkoski):
Approved for GRAD
Dean

8. 12/14/21 10:00 am
Suzanne Kenner
(skenner): Approved
for Global Campus

9. 12/21/21 9:10 am
Ketevan
Mamiseishvili
(kmamisei):
Approved for
Provost Review

10. 01/04/22 2:00 pm
Alice Griffin
(agriffin): Rollback
to GRAD Dean for
University Course
and Program
Commi�ee
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Program Delivery
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No
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11. 01/04/22 4:04 pm
Jim Gigan�no
(jgigan�): Approved
for GRAD Dean

12. 01/04/22 4:04 pm
Suzanne Kenner
(skenner): Approved
for Global Campus

13. 01/04/22 5:09 pm
Ketevan
Mamiseishvili
(kmamisei):
Approved for
Provost Review

14. 01/28/22 4:38 pm
Alice Griffin
(agriffin): Approved
for University
Course and Program
Commi�ee

15. 02/17/22 2:49 pm
Jim Gigan�no
(jgigan�): Approved
for Graduate
Council

History
1. Sep 16, 2021 by Lisa

Kulczak (lkulcza)

Is this program interdisciplinary?

Does this proposal impact any courses from another College/School?



Program Requirements and Descrip�on

Requirements

Grade-Point Average Requirement. A minimum cumula�ve graduate grade-point average of 3.0 is required on
all graded coursework a�empted at the University to earn a Doctor of Arkansas to earn a Doctor Philosophy or
Doctor of Philosophy or Doctor of Educa�on degree. Note: For students admi�ed to the Graduate School prior
to Fall 2001, the minimum cumula�ve graduate grade-point average required to earn a Doctor of Philosophy or
Doctor of Educa�on degree was 2.85.  Students should also be aware that they may not present for degree
credit any course in which they earned a grade of D or F.
Language Requirement. Foreign language requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy degree vary from
department to department. For specific details see departmental statements. These requirements should be
completed early in the doctoral program.  The Doctor of Educa�on degree does not have a foreign language
requirement.
Disserta�on. Each candidate must complete a doctoral disserta�on on some topic in the major field. The topic
assignment shall be made and a �tle filed with the Dean of the Graduate School as soon as possible a�er the
topic is established.  The specific problem and subject of the disserta�on to be determined by the major adviser,
the candidate, and the advisory commi�ee. The completed disserta�on must be a definite, scholarly
contribu�on to the major field. This contribu�on may be in the form of new knowledge of fundamental
importance, or of modifica�on, amplifica�on, and interpreta�on of exis�ng significant knowledge. Doctoral
candidates knowledge.  We expect the disserta�on to be wri�en in Ed.D. English. programs have an op�on to
complete a study of a problem of prac�ce to fulfill their disserta�on requirement. Disserta�ons that focus on
a problem of prac�ce are wri�en to assist prac��oners, stakeholders, and/or scholars to be�er understand
real-world issues and develop ac�onable strategies to innovate, improve, and solve complex issues in the
major field. 
We expect the disserta�on to be wri�en in English. Under excep�onal circumstances, another language may be
used if prior approval is obtained from the Dean of the Graduate School. A request to write in a language other
than English should be submi�ed to the Dean of the Graduate School by the student’s disserta�on commi�ee,
with endorsement by the department/program head/chair/director, prior to admission to candidacy for the
degree sought. The request should include a proposal and jus�fica�on for the excep�on. In all cases, one
disserta�on abstract must be wri�en in English and the defense of the disserta�on must be in English. Programs
wishing to be eligible for their students to submit disserta�ons in languages other than English shall seek
approval in advance from the Graduate Council.                                  
Each doctoral candidate must register for a minimum of 18 hours of doctoral disserta�on. In Ed.D. disserta�on.
programs, 18 hours of doctoral disserta�on may consist of a combina�on of disserta�on capstone/seminar
coursework at the 7000-level and disserta�on hours as defined by the program.  In Ph.D. programs, doctoral
candidates may subs�tute up to 3 hours A�er the student has passed the candidacy examina�ons, the student
must register for at least one hour of approved graduate-level internship, capstone, disserta�on (or graded
course work) each major semester and during the semester of gradua�on, whether the student is in residence



or coop to meet the 18 hour doctoral disserta�on requirement with prior approval of the student's advisor,
disserta�on commi�ee, and department/program head/chair/director. away from the campus.
A�er the student has passed the candidacy examina�ons, the student must register for at least one hour of
disserta�on (or graded course work) each major semester (fall/spring) and during the semester of gradua�on,
whether the student is in residence or away from the campus. Before the final degree is conferred, registra�on
will be assessed for each semester in which a student fails to register without prior approval of the Dean of the
Graduate School.
The disserta�on must be submi�ed for approval to the disserta�on commi�ee consis�ng of a minimum of three
faculty members who have been approved by the Dean of the Graduate School. This commi�ee must receive
the disserta�on in �me for the student to defend the disserta�on and submit it to the Graduate School by the
posted deadline date. Students will be required to provide documenta�on that they did the majority of the work
for each paper submi�ed under the published paper op�on where the papers have co-authors. For instruc�ons
on submi�ng an approved disserta�on, students should consult the Graduate School’s Guide to Preparing
Theses and Disserta�ons. Students will be required to submit their disserta�ons to University Microfilms
Incorporated (UMI/ProQuest).

Descrip�on and jus�fica�on of the request

Descrip�on of specific change Jus�fica�on for this change



Upload a�achments

Reviewer Comments
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (01/04/22 2:00 pm): Rollback: Rolling back as requested.

Key: 861

Descrip�on of specific change Jus�fica�on for this change

1) At request of Ed.D. programs, recommending a change
allowing Ed.D. students to have a more applied path
towards finishing their degrees and allowing seminar
coursework to count towards their doctoral disserta�on
requirement
2) Adjus�ng PhD disserta�on requirement to allow up to
three hours of internship to count towards 18 hour
disserta�on hour requirement with approval of program
3) Clarify language on the GPA on graded coursework

1) Carnegie Founda�on and benchmark Ed.D.
programs allow disserta�on projects on applied
problems of prac�ce--this language allows for
that instead of a tradi�onal research based
disserta�on. Also, Ed.D. students who are
mostly working professionals in K-12 schools
would benefit from structured disserta�on
hours, as capstone/seminar courses versus
independent research hours. Ed.D. programs
indicate this will increase degree comple�on
and student success
2) New Homeland Security requirements will
soon eliminate the ability of interna�onal
doctoral students to engage in internships
unless the internship is directly required in the
student's degree plan. This allowance for
internship hours (at program/department
discre�on) would allow interna�onal students
to meet Homeland Security requirements and
also allow domes�c students to gain prac�cal
training as they pursue their doctoral degrees
without addi�onal cost.
3) The Graduate Council adopted a policy
several years ago to allow transfer credit of all
graded coursework for doctoral students (except
candidacy exam and disserta�on hours). This
would allow a student who transferred all
coursework to have a 0.0 GPA since disserta�on
hours have no grade. This language clarifies that
the GPA requirement is for graded coursework
only, and would not prevent a student who
transferred in all coursework from gradua�ng.


